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On Saturday, March 28, 2026, the BAMstrong Community Health Summit brought community
members together at Greenview Park’s outdoor fitness court for a day focused on health, wellness
and connection. Hosted by Jamaius “BAM” White, the free event highlighted resources for
sustainable wellness and promoted awareness of health resources available in the Columbia
community. The summit also featured several health-related sponsors and vendors.

Attendees enjoyed a variety of activities, including a fitness station, blood pressure checks, snacks
for children and line dancing. The event created a fun, family-friendly atmosphere while
encouraging healthy living and community engagement.

BAMstrong Community Health Summit Brings
Wellness and Community to Greenview Park



On Tuesday, March 31, 2026, representatives from the City of Columbia Homeless Services
Department appeared on WLTX to discuss the department’s “30 Days of Volunteering” initiative and
how community members could get involved throughout the month of April.

During the interview, Kameisha Heppard, Director of Homeless Services, and Johnasten Cooper,
Homeless Services Project Coordinator, shared that the City of Columbia Homeless Services
Department is inviting the community to participate in “30 Days of Volunteering” throughout April.
Volunteers had opportunities to support individuals experiencing homelessness through service
projects, meal preparation and service, and community engagement activities. Participants also
assisted with organizing, cleaning, and beautifying shelter spaces, as well as connecting with
residents through meaningful interactions and support.

The initiative took place from April 1 through April 30, 2026, at various locations throughout
Columbia.

City of Columbia Homeless Services Discusses “30
Days of Volunteering” on WLTX



On Wednesday, April 1, 2026, the City of Columbia hosted the first public meeting for the Congaree
Riverfront District Project, welcoming community members to share ideas and feedback that will
help shape the future of the city’s riverfront.

Councilman Will Brennan and City Manager Teresa Wilson attended the meeting and spoke on the
importance of community input throughout the planning process. Councilmen Ed McDowell, Tyler
Bailey and Sam P. Johnson also joined in support as residents, stakeholders and riverfront users
shared valuable insight and perspectives.

The meeting marked the beginning of the public engagement process for the Congaree Riverfront
District Project, a long-term effort focused on gathering community feedback before design concepts
are developed. Thank you to everyone who took the time to be part of the conversation and help
guide what comes next.

City of Columbia Hosts First Public Meeting for
Congaree Riverfront District Project



On Friday, April 3, 2026, the City of Columbia hosted its first Easter Egg Roll at Finlay Park,
bringing together families and community members for a festive day of spring fun.
Councilmembers Ed McDowell, Sam P. Johnson and Mayor Pro Tem Tina Herbert joined City
Manager Teresa Wilson, Columbia Police Chief Skip Holbrook and Columbia Fire Chief Aubrey
Jenkins in celebrating with attendees.

The free community event featured egg hunts, games and entertainment for guests of all
ages. Families gathered in the park to enjoy the activities, make memories and celebrate
the Easter season together.

Thank you to everyone who came out and made the day so special. We hope everyone had a
wonderful time celebrating at Finlay Park.

City of Columbia Hosts First Easter Egg Roll at
Finlay Park

Watch the recap HERE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weoSEw2K1T8


On Monday, April 6, 2026, the City of Columbia kicked off National Community Development Week at
Randall Avenue Park with a proclamation presentation recognizing National Community Development
Week, Fair Housing Month and National Financial Literacy Month.

Mayor Pro Tem Tina Herbert joined the City of Columbia Community Development team for the event
and handed out proclamations as the City marked the 40th anniversary of National Community
Development Week and highlighted the ongoing work being done to improve quality of life for
Columbia residents.

Through partnerships and responsible stewardship of resources, the City’s Community Development
team continues to expand economic, housing and social opportunities across Columbia. These efforts
support neighborhood growth, increase homeownership and help build a stronger community for all
residents.

City of Columbia Kicked Off National Community
Development Week at Randall Avenue Park



On Monday, April 6, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann filmed an interview with WLTX to promote the
upcoming Student Entrepreneur Pop-Up at Soda City Market. The interview highlighted the City of Columbia’s
continued partnership with Soda City Market and the opportunity for student entrepreneurs to showcase their
businesses to the community.

The fourth annual Student Market Pop-Up took place on Saturday, April 11, 2026, and was open to students
ages 16 and older. Participants had the chance to showcase their goods, services and business ideas at Soda
City Market free of charge while gaining hands-on experience operating a pop-up shop alongside regular
vendors.

To help remove barriers for participation, the City of Columbia provided tables for student vendors, while Soda
City Market handled the event map and booth assignments. Previous student businesses have featured crafts,
custom artificial flower bouquets, vintage goods and accessories. Last year, 20 young business owners
participated in the event.

Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann Highlights Student
Entrepreneur Pop-Up in WLTX Interview



On Tuesday, April 7, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann attended the groundbreaking for Mashburn
Construction’s new corporate headquarters in Columbia. The event marked an important milestone for the
company as it celebrates its 50th anniversary and begins a new chapter in Seaboard Vista.

Founded in 1976, Mashburn Construction has grown into one of South Carolina’s most trusted construction
companies, with offices in Columbia, Greenville, Charleston and Myrtle Beach. The new headquarters reflects
the company’s continued growth and long-term investment in Columbia.

The relocation to Seaboard Vista highlights Mashburn’s commitment to the city and its vision for the future.
The new headquarters is expected to support the company’s growing team while providing a modern space
designed for collaboration, innovation and long-term success.

Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann Attends Mashburn
Headquarters Groundbreaking



On Wednesday, April 8, 2026, the City of Columbia’s Community Development and Homeless
Services teams partnered with Richland County’s Community Development Department to host a
Day of Service and One Day Donation Drive in support of individuals experiencing homelessness.

Held from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 1505 Taylor Street, staff and community partners came
together to collect, organize, and stock essential items including hygiene products, socks,
undergarments, bedding, cleaning supplies, and kitchen essentials. These donations will directly
support individuals experiencing homelessness in our community, as well as Rapid Shelter Columbia
operations.

Thank you to everyone who contributed their time and efforts to make a meaningful impact and
help support our unsheltered neighbors.

City of Columbia and Richland County Host Day of
Service and One Day Donation Drive

Watch the recap HERE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtI1qWMtGZA


On Wednesday, April 8, 2026, the City of Columbia Community Development Department launched
the first session of Community University at the Virginia Bedford Center at Earlewood Park.

Community University is a five-week course designed to enhance citizen awareness and
understanding of the City of Columbia Government’s role in the community. Through hands-on
experience with City services ranging from Parks & Recreation to law enforcement, participants are
given an inside look at the City of Columbia and its employees.

Representatives from Code Enforcement, the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, and
Homeless Services were also in attendance.

The free program will continue on Wednesday evenings through May 6, 2026.

City of Columbia Community Development
Department Kicks Off Community Engagement

University

Watch the recap HERE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_QNsetCkHc


On Friday, April 10, 2026, the City of Columbia Community Development Department hosted a
Community Development Block Party at Finlay Park. The event brought community members
together to celebrate while learning more about the resources and services available through City of
Columbia departments.

Mayor Daniel Rickenmann and Mayor Pro-Tem Tina N. Herbert were in attendance as residents
visited informational booths and connected with City staff. Guests also enjoyed food provided by the
Community Development Department.

The block party highlighted the Community Development Department’s mission to improve the
quality of life for Columbia residents by providing economic, housing and social opportunities while
supporting growth throughout the community.

Community Development Department Hosts Block
Party at Finlay Park



On Friday, April 10, 2026, the National Offices of Violence Prevention Network continued its first
regional convening in Columbia, bringing together leaders and members committed to
strengthening violence prevention efforts in communities across the country.

During the convening, Trevon presented a special letter of recognition to National Offices of Violence
Prevention Network leadership in honor of the organization’s work and impact. The National OVP
Network serves as a learning community focused on increasing the expertise and effectiveness of
city agencies through trainings, presentations, leadership development, cross-city learning
exchanges, and support in areas such as data collection, fund development, and communications.

Held in Columbia on April 9 and 10, the convening gave members the opportunity to collaborate,
share insights, and explore ways to harness community power to create sustainable impact,
strengthen Offices of Violence Prevention and Neighborhood Safety, and build safer, healthier
communities over the long term.

City Welcomes National Offices of Violence
Prevention Network Convening



On Friday, April 10, 2026, the Columbia Police Department and Richland County Sheriff’s Department
hosted a Teen Glow Party at Greenview Park, welcoming high school students from across the City of
Columbia and Richland County for a fun, safe and free evening of entertainment.

Open to students in grades 9 through 12, the event brought teens together for music, dancing, food
and interactive activities in a lively glow-themed setting. Guests enjoyed a live DJ, glow sticks, glow
necklaces, glow bracelets and festive décor that transformed the park into a vibrant celebration
space.

The Teen Glow Party created an opportunity for local youth to connect in a positive environment
while enjoying an evening designed just for high school students.

CPD and Richland County PD Host “It’s Glowing
Down” Glow Party at Greenview Park



On Saturday, April 11, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann hosted the fourth annual Student Market Pop Up at
Soda City, bringing together student entrepreneurs from across Columbia to showcase their businesses,
creativity and innovative ideas.

The event, a collaboration between the City of Columbia and Soda City Market, gave students ages 16 and
older the opportunity to showcase their goods, services and enterprising ideas to the Columbia community for
free. Student vendors experienced running a pop-up shop alongside regular market vendors while gaining
media and marketing exposure for their businesses.

From handmade goods and custom artificial flower bouquets to vintage items and unique accessories, the
Student Market Pop Up highlighted the entrepreneurial spirit of Columbia’s next generation of business
leaders.

Student Entrepreneurs Showcase Their Businesses
at Soda City Market



On Tuesday, April 14, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann spoke at the CREW Midlands Lunch Program
at Segra Park, where he shared insights on the City of Columbia’s recent successes and goals for the
year ahead.

During his remarks, Mayor Rickenmann discussed key economic development wins, emerging trends
affecting the local market, and new opportunities for growth across Columbia. He also highlighted
the importance of city initiatives, ongoing development activity, and public-private partnerships in
shaping the future of the Capital City.

The luncheon brought together CREW Midlands members and guests from across the commercial
real estate industry for an afternoon of networking and conversation centered on Columbia’s
continued progress.

Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann Gave Remarks at the
CREW Midlands SC Luncheon



On Friday, April 17, 2026, the City of Columbia joined the Congaree Vista Guild and One Columbia for
Arts and Culture to unveil the Vista’s newest public art piece, Kaleidoscope of Columbia, by local
artist Maria DeFelice, at the corner of Taylor and Lincoln streets.

Councilman Tyler D. Bailey attended the event and delivered remarks, helping mark the occasion
and celebrate this exciting addition to Columbia’s growing public art landscape.

Public art continues to reflect the creativity and culture of the Capital City, and pieces like this bring
even more vibrancy to the Vista.

New Public Art Piece Unveiled in the Vista

Watch the press conference HERE!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xt-K8-JQ3Lo


During National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, the City of Columbia’s 911 Call Center
celebrated Spirit Week with a series of themed dress-up days recognizing the dedicated
professionals who serve the community each day.

Held April 13–18, 2026, Spirit Week featured themes including Dress From a Decade, Rep Your City,
Beach Bum Day, Dress Like Your Manager, Dress Like You Were in High School and NTW Carnival
Day. The week offered a fun way to celebrate 911 telecommunicators while recognizing the
important role they play as the first point of contact during emergencies.

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week is observed each year during the second full week of
April and honors the men and women who work behind the scenes to help keep the community safe.

911 Call Center Celebrates Spirit Week During
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week



On Saturday, April 18, 2026, the City of Columbia hosted an Earth Day Climate Action Fair at Soda
City Market to educate, inspire and engage the community around environmental awareness and
sustainability.

Organized by the City of Columbia’s Office of Sustainability and Climate Protection Action
Committee, the fair brought together Columbia Water, City of Columbia Parks and Recreation,
Central Midlands Council of Governments, local environmental organizations, educators and
community members for a morning focused on climate action and community involvement.

The event featured interactive activities and a mascot mix-and-mingle, all designed to raise
awareness about climate issues and encourage residents to take part in building a more sustainable
future.

City Hosts Earth Day Climate Action Fair at Soda
City Market



On Saturday, April 18, 2026, the City of Columbia’s 911 Call Center hosted a carnival-themed
celebration as part of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week.

The event served as a fun way to recognize and celebrate the dedicated 911 dispatchers and
telecommunicators who work behind the scenes to support the community during emergencies. The
carnival was part of the week’s overall Spirit Week activities, which were planned in honor of
National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week and included themed events throughout the week.

911 Call Center Hosts Carnival-Themed
Celebration



During the week of April 13–19, 2026, City of Columbia Homeless Services celebrated the first
graduating class of its K.I.T.C.H.E.N. Workforce Program.

In partnership with The Salvation Army, participants completed hands-on culinary training and
earned their ServSafe certification, an important credential that helps open doors in the food service
industry.

For many graduates, this achievement represents more than a certificate. It helps remove barriers
to employment and creates a clearer path toward opportunity and stability.

This milestone reflects the impact of workforce development efforts that empower residents with
skills, support and a pathway forward.

Homeless Services Celebrates First K.I.T.C.H.E.N.
Workforce Program Graduating Class



On Tuesday, April 21, 2026, Columbia City Council held a meaningful celebration of achievement, service, and
community pride, featuring two proclamations presented by Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann and a historic
designation for Finlay Park.

During the meeting, City Council recognized C.A. Johnson High School’s boys basketball team for winning the
Class A State Championship. The team was honored for its hard work, leadership, and the pride it has brought
to the Columbia community.

Council also proclaimed April as Monarch Butterfly Month alongside City of Columbia Public Works staff. The
proclamation highlighted the importance of conservation efforts and the City’s continued commitment to
protecting pollinators and the environment.

In addition, Finlay Park was officially designated as South Carolina’s first Purple Heart Park by the local chapter
of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. This historic recognition honors the bravery and sacrifice of Purple
Heart recipients and all those who have served our country.

City Council Highlights | April 21, 2026



On Wednesday, April 22, 2026, City of Columbia Homeless Services hosted a cookout at Hope Plaza to
celebrate 30 days of volunteer service.

The event brought together community members for an afternoon of food, fellowship, and fun.
Attendees enjoyed hot dogs, music, raffles, and support from vendors who helped make the
celebration possible.

The cookout recognized the impact of volunteer service and created an opportunity for the Homeless
Services team to connect with individuals in attendance in a welcoming and uplifting environment.

City of Columbia Homeless Services Hosts Cookout
at Hope Plaza



On Wednesday, April 22, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann welcomed participants from the CF
Leads Executive Leadership Institute to Finlay Park for an afternoon visit highlighting one of
Columbia’s key revitalized public spaces.

The institute, which brings together senior leaders from community foundations across the country
to strengthen leadership and community impact, included a stop in Columbia to explore local
initiatives and learn more about the city’s ongoing growth.

During the visit, Mayor Rickenmann greeted the group, offered brief remarks, and hosted a toast
before attendees toured the park. Participants learned about Finlay Park’s recent transformation and
its role as a central gathering space that supports community connection, arts, and downtown
development.

City Landscape Architect Todd Martin and John Katz also attended the visit.

Mayor Welcomes CF Leads Executive Leadership
Institute to Finlay Park



On Thursday, April 23, 2026, All Good Books celebrated its B-Corporation Certification with a press
conference attended by Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann and Columbia City Councilman Will Brennan.
During the event, the Mayor delivered remarks recognizing the significance of the achievement for
both the business and the Columbia community.

B-Corporation Certification is a major distinction awarded to businesses that meet high standards of
social and environmental performance, accountability, and transparency. According to remarks
shared during the event, there are only a little more than 10,000 B-Corp certified businesses
globally, and All Good Books is the first in Columbia to earn this certification.

The milestone reflects All Good Books’ commitment to making a positive impact through its business
practices while continuing to serve the Columbia community.

All Good Books Celebrates B-Corporation
Certification

Watch the press conference HERE!

https://youtu.be/XIPbugxjxFA


On April 23, 2026, staff from the Public Relations, Media and Marketing Department, along with the
Community Development Department, participated in Career Day at Caughman Road Elementary
School. During the event, students had the opportunity to learn about the important roles these
departments play in supporting and improving the City, from sharing information with the public to
planning and developing community initiatives.

The team engaged students through interactive discussions and hands-on activities, including
demonstrations of professional camera equipment used for city communications and media
production. This experience allowed students to explore potential career paths, ask questions, and
gain a better understanding of how local government departments work together to serve the
community.

Career Day at Caughman Road Elementary School



On April 23, 2026, Police Community Liaison Erica Cunningham Staley and Officer Hakeisha
Parks joined Soda City Living to talk about the upcoming Peace Walk. Erica and Officer Parks
invited residents to come together in support of this event to encourage unity,
understanding, and public safety.

Erica and Officer Parks encouraged community members of all ages to attend and
participate in this collective effort to strengthen relationships and build a safer Columbia.
They gave details for the event, and explained the purpose of the Peace Walk: to foster
meaningful connections between residents and law enforcement while creating space for
positive engagement and shared purpose.

City of Columbia Police Department Interviewed
on Soda City Living to Promote Peace Walk 



On April 27, 2026, the Public Works department discussed two upcoming events on ColaTown.

In the first segment, Jerry Showers and Victor Atlas spoke about the upcoming Public Works hiring event on
May 13, 2026. They talked about the importance of the Public Works Department in keeping the City’s
infrastructure functional and beautiful. They gave information on what people should expect at the Public
Works Hiring Event and what they should bring to be prepared for on-site interviews. 

In the second segment, Robert Anderson, Director of Public Works, and Samantha Yager, Solid Waste
Superintendent, discussed the upcoming Touch-A-Truck that will take place on May 16, 2026. Touch-A-Truck is
a family-friendly, free event on the 1700 block of Main Street during the Soda City Market. Robert and
Samantha discussed the activities and demos that will take place and the different types of vehicles that would
be on display at the event.

ColaTown Highlights Events with the Public Works
Department



 The City of Columbia Police Department (CPD) hosted a “Peace Walk for a Safer Community” on Saturday,
April 25, 2026, inviting residents to come together in support of unity, understanding, and public safety. CPD
Chief William "Skip" Holbrook and Councilman Sam Johnson attended the walk and showed their support. 
 
The walk began at Central Baptist Church, located at 3625 Clement Road. Community members of all ages
were encouraged to attend and participate in this collective effort to strengthen relationships and build a safer
Columbia.
 
The Peace Walk was designed to foster meaningful connections between residents and law enforcement while
creating space for positive engagement and shared purpose. Through this community-centered event, the
Columbia Police Department aimed to highlight the importance of working together to promote safety and
mutual respect across the city.
 
Together, we can make a difference: one step at a time!

City of Columbia Police Department Organized Peace
Walk to Promote Unity and Community Safety



The Columbia Food and Wine Festival was held April 22 - 26, 2026 in various locations across the City of
Columbia. This annual festival explores and celebrates the different cuisines and drinks that make Columbia a
unique experience for any food and/or wine lover!

Various restaurants, businesses, and donors come together to make each annual festival a success. The
Columbia Food and Wine festival combines taste, experience, and community to create one unforgettable week
celebrating all the culinary wonders Columbia has to offer.

Columbia Food & Wine Festival Held April 22-26,
2026



On Friday, April 10, 2026, Mayor Daniel J. Rickenmann joined the City of Columbia’s Office of
Economic Development, the Five Points Association, and Rally House District Manager
Amanda Mertz for a ribbon cutting celebrating the opening of Rally House in the Five Points
District.

Rally House, part of family-owned Sampler Stores Inc., offers a wide selection of apparel,
hats, gifts, and home décor representing NCAA, NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, MLS, and MiLB teams,
along with locally inspired apparel, gifts, and food items. The company operates more than
300 locations across 27 states and is excited to open its second South Carolina location.

Located at 818 Harden Street, Rally House brings a new retail destination to Five Points and
adds to the continued growth and energy of the district.

818 Harden St, Columbia, SC 29205

Watch the ribbon cutting HERE!

Rally House Grand Opening

Grand OpeningsGrand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings& Ribbon Cuttings
Grand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICd3TG23tF4


On Friday, April 17, 2026, Mayor Pro-Tem Tina N. Herbert joined the City of Columbia’s Office
of Economic Development and owner Bekah Kayy for the grand opening and ribbon cutting of
Beck’s Nails and Spa.

Located at 2101 Main Street, Suite I, Beck’s Nails and Spa is a dedicated sanctuary designed
to provide the Columbia community with a premier and relaxing beauty and wellness
experience. In addition to offering salon services, the business is also proud to serve as a
local employer and is actively hiring skilled professionals, creating career opportunities for
talented residents in Columbia.

The ribbon cutting celebrated the opening of the new Main Street business and its
investment in the downtown community.

2101 Main Street, Suite I, Columbia, SC 29201

Watch the ribbon cutting HERE!

Beck’s Nails and Spa Grand Opening

Grand OpeningsGrand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings& Ribbon Cuttings
Grand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJnNHyCt7Ow


On Saturday, April 25, 2026, Brittons celebrated 30 years on Devine Street with a press
conference recognizing the business’s lasting impact on the Columbia community.

Founded in 1947, Brittons has remained a family-owned local business for generations. The
anniversary celebration highlighted owner Stacy Levinson, a third-generation owner, and
Perry Lancaster, who also celebrated 50 years with Brittons this year.

Over the past 30 years, Brittons, its team, and the local community have helped raise more
than $1 million for Columbia-area charities. In 2025, the business was recognized as
Outstanding Philanthropist of the Year.

The celebration also benefited Keep the Midlands Beautiful. As part of the event, customers
who donated $10 received 30% off one item, excluding tuxedo rentals and Brackish.

Councilman Will Brennan, the City of Columbia Office of Business Opportunities, and owner
Stacy Levinson took part in the celebration.

2818 Devine St, Columbia, SC 29205

Brittons 30  Anniversary Celebrationth

Grand OpeningsGrand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings& Ribbon Cuttings
Grand Openings
& Ribbon Cuttings

Watch the Anniversary Celebration HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gl_i77GART8
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$50,000 Raised in the Fight Against Cancer
at 2026 Fire Truck Pull

Curing Kids Cancer’s annual Fire Truck Pull in Columbia rolled to another year of success in 2026 as roughly
$50,000 was raised to benefit area research for pediatric cancers and cures.

Twenty-seven teams competed in this year’s competition on Saturday morning March 28. For the second straight
spring the event took place in its new home in downtown Columbia near Hampton and Main streets.

The Columbia-Richland Fire Department was proud to once again provide the
fire engines and the staff to make the contest possible.

Members of the Irmo Fire District took home this year’s top prize for pull time. ‘Irmo Fire Strongmen Pulling for
Logan’ pulled one of the fire engines down a stretch of the street in 17.68 seconds. ‘Michelin Yellow Pulling for
Charlie’ finished with the second best pull time at 18.97 seconds.

Every team that took part in the event pulled in support of or in memory of a child who has been touched by
cancer. ‘Teagan’s Tribe’ recorded the highest amount in donations raised and two teams would be recognized for
their creative costumes: ‘Curella’s Crew Pulling for Jackson and DeVill’s Dogs Pulling for Arianna.’ All proceeds
raised from the event will go to fund pediatric cancer research at Prisma Health Children’s Hospital–Midlands,
which is leading the charge in innovative treatments for childhood cancers.
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Lantern Columbia Opens in Former Fire Department
Headquarters

On Tuesday, March 25, 2026, Fire Chief Aubrey D. Jenkins and other members of the Columbia-
Richland Fire Department joined many honored guests for grand opening festivities at Lantern
Columbia.

The former site of fire department headquarters in Columbia is now the Capital City’s newest hotel.
Fire Chief Jenkins is one of CRFD’s last active members who worked out of the building on Senate
Street, beginning in 1979 when he started his career with the city as a firefighter.

Joining him for the event were Assistant Fire Chief Chris Kip, Battalion Chief Jason Herbert and
members of Engine Company 2 – 1st Shift. The fire department wishes the developers and managers
of Lantern Columbia the best as they begin this new chapter for the building while honoring its rich
history.
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Columbia Fireflies Visit CRFD Headquarters Ahead
of First Responders Night

On Wednesday, April 8, 2026, two members of the Columbia Fireflies were treated to an
exciting tour of Columbia-Richland Fire Department headquarters.

Brooks Bryan and Stone Russle stopped by for the visit ahead of First Responders Night at
Segra Park. More than 200 members of CRFD came out to cheer on the Fireflies as they took
on the Myrtle Beach Pelicans.

As part of their tour, Bryan and Russle suited up in firefighter gear and learned more about
what each day can bring in the fire service.
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Prisma Health Doctors Spend Morning with CRFD

The Columbia-Richland Fire Department was thrilled to welcome emergency medicine resident
physicians at Prisma Health to the department training grounds!
 
Several of them came out on Wednesday April 15 to learn about the kinds of injuries that
firefighters see on emergency scenes and the techniques used to rescue patients.
 
Every year the FD hosts this morning seminar to foster dialogue and collaboration with the
area doctors serving our communities.
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Excelling Students in Richland One Receive Free
Bikes from Columbia Fire Chief 

Twenty-four students at Carver-Lyon Elementary School in Columbia received a special reward for
their hard work in the classroom.

On Friday, April 24, Columbia Fire Chief Aubrey D. Jenkins visited the school to present each student
with a brand-new bicycle in recognition of their academic progress.Each student selected to receive a
bike showed the highest growth in their STAR English Language Arts score or i-Ready Math score.

This continues a meaningful program led by Chief Jenkins, who purchases bicycles and presents them
to students at area schools each year to celebrate their hard work, academic growth and classroom
success.



Crime often increases in the spring. As temperatures rise and
daylight hours extend, more people spend time outdoors and
travelling, which naturally leads to greater interaction and, in some
cases, more opportunities for criminal activity. Additionally, schools
and routines begin to loosen as summer approaches, giving young
people more unstructured time, which can contribute to higher rates
of certain offenses. When travelling, have your property placed on a
Property Check. Call Southeast Region at (803) 747-5882 or go
online at www.columbiapd.net. Police will periodically check your
property while you are away. As always, keep your vehicle doors
locked and do not leave any valuables inside your vehicle. 
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On March 19, 2026, Code
Enforcement Officer Greg Woods
assisted Highway Patrol with two
drivers who were trapped in their
vehicles after a serious wreck on
SC-277. Everyone involved was
safely removed, and injuries were
minor. Way to go CEO Woods! 

Greene Street in Five Points will
close on April 3, 2026, for a
street music festival honoring
the life and legacy of Gamecock
legend Steve Tanyhill. The
festival will take place from
4:00 pm until 10:00 pm.
Greene Street will be closed
from Harden Street to Pavilion
Ave. The event is hosted by the
Chi Psi Fraternity at USC and
co-hosted by Steve Taneyhill’s
Group Therapy, located at 2107
Greene St. The festival will
feature live bands in the
afternoon, followed by DJs and
a special headlining
performance in the evening. 

Five Points Street Festival
Honoring Steve Taneyhill

Safety Precautions When
Traveling this Spring

Before You Go
Research your destination
Make copies of documents
Share you itinerary Get
travel insurance

Pack Smart
Don’t overpack valuables
Use anti-theft gear
Pack a basic first aid kit

Transportation Safety
Use reputable transport
Avoid sharing ride details publicly
Check vehicle details before
getting into an Uber or taxi

Accommodation Tips
Choose well-reviewed places
Lock doors and windows Use
hotel safes Money and
Payments

Split your cash/cards - don’t keep
everything in the same place
Use ATMs in a secure location
Monitor your accounts regularly for
suspicious activity

Emergency Prep
Know local emergency numbers
Locate nearby hospitals or
embassies
Keep a list of important contacts
offline

The goal is not to be paranoid - it’s to
be prepared and aware. Stay aware of
your surroundings and blend in when
possible. Don’t display expensive
items. But most importantly, have
fun! 



Get ready to lace up your running
shoes for The Governor’s Cup Road
Race, taking place from April 10 to
11, 2026. Established in 1973, the
Governor’s Cup is one of the most
prestigious and longest-running
road races in the Southeast.
Runners of all ages and abilities
can participate in a variety of
exciting races, including The Main
Street Mile, The Kids’ Main Street
Mile, the fast-paced Governor’s
Cup 5K, and the main event, the
exhilarating Governor’s Cup Half
Marathon. (continued on the next
column)

Maps for the 5K and the half-
marathon are below. For more
information, visit: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/SC/
C olumbia/TheGovernor sCup
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Graduation of Officer Gabriel Soliz

Congratulations to Officer Gabriel Genaro Soliz “Gabe” for graduating from the South
Carolina Criminal Justice Academy with Basic Law Enforcement Class 853 on Friday,
April 10, 2026! He reports to North Region where he will now begin his Field Training.

Best of luck to Gabe!



Project Construction Cost: $1.5M
Construction Start: February 2026
Anticipated Completion Date: October 2026

The Metro Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Dewatering Roll-Off Receiving Station project will
replace an existing temporary roll-off receiving station with a permanent station at the Metro
WWTP.
The Metro WWTP is currently utilizing a temporary location and configuration to receive City sewer
maintenance vac trucks, pump station maintenance vac trucks, Plant maintenance vac trucks, and
City dewatering cans. Additionally, companies contracted by the City of Columbia must also use the
temporary location for unloading into roll-off containers for dewatering of solids prior to hauling
them to the landfill for disposal.
The scope of work includes a large contained multi-tiered structure made of roughly 1,100 cubic
yards of concrete. The concrete structure will have various slopes and drainage features designed
to keep all dewatered materials properly handled before they are discarded off site.

SS7623 Metro WWTP Dewatering Roll-Off Receiving Station

C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

Infrastructure Investment 

Future site for the Dewatering Roll Off Receiving Station structure.



C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

Construction entrance installed and equipment provided as the work begins.

Site work underway with stockpiling of soils and erosion protection.



C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

EMPLOYEES OF THE FIRST QUARTER

Columbia Water has an incredible, dedicated staff. We recognize and honor the
following employees for their exemplary conduct and contributions.

Edward Coker- Water Distribution and Maintenance
(L to R: Jeremy Yates, Edward Coker, John Riggs, Clint Shealy)

Tyler Brunson- Wastewater Maintenance
(L to R: Clint Shealy, George Bryan, Tyler Brunson, Jeremy Yates)

Cynthia Ashford- Customer Services
(L to R: Clint Shealy, Cynthia Ashford, Tenisha Guider, Brandon Lewis)



C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

CUSTOMER CARE KUDOS

Our Customer Care team members are highly trained and knowledgeable about all
aspects of city services. We recognize and honor the following team members for

their outstanding service to our families, friends and neighbors.



C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

CANAL UPGRADES

Progress continues on our resilient, alternate water supply as part of the
Columbia Canal recovery project due to the historic flood of October 2015.

To learn more click here.

https://columbiascwater.net/columbiacanalproject/


C o l u m b i a  W a t e r

THANK YOU, DAVID SHARPE!

“After 52 years of dedicated service, Mr. David A. Sharpe has decided to retire, effective June 25,
2026.
David joined the City of Columbia over five decades ago, in March of 1974, bringing with him a
spirit of determination and a passion for his work that has only grown stronger with time. From the
very beginning, he embraced the challenges of the maintenance department with open arms,
demonstrating not only technical skill but also a genuine commitment to the betterment of the City
of Columbia community.
Throughout the years, David has been a beacon of professionalism. His meticulous attention to
detail, innovative problem-solving skills, and willingness to mentor new maintenance staff have set
a high standard throughout the City of Columbia. He possesses a unique ability to turn obstacles
into opportunities, ensuring that our Water Treatment Plants and our Distribution systems run
smoothly and efficiently.
It is essential to recognize the profound impact David's 51-plus years of service have had on those
around him and the City of Columbia. He has not only been a vital part of our organization's success
but also a friend and a role model to countless individuals. His dedication goes beyond the job; it
encompasses a deep-rooted care and commitment to providing safe and clean water for the City of
Columbia customers.”

-Corey Jarels, Superintendent Lake Murray WTP



2026 Walk for Water - Columbia

On April 25, 2026, Columbia Water participated in the Walk for Water at Saluda Shoals Park. This
fundraising walk is an effort by Water Mission to bring relief to millions of women and children who
continue to walk more than three miles to collect their famiy’s daily water needs.

Every $50 provides safe water for one person. Water Mission has joined together with various
communities to bring clean, safe water to more than 1,000 people in need around the world.

Thank you to Columbia Water and all who joined the walk for helping make a difference!



Kudos to the Solid Waste services team!
Your efforts are seen and appreciated!



City Departments and Richland County Community
Development Support Homeless Services’ 30 Days

of Volunteering

Shoutout to the City of Columbia Community Development Department, City of Columbia Office of
Business Opportunities and Richland County Community Development for supporting Homeless
Services’ 30 Days of Volunteering initiative.

From community cleanups to organizing storage spaces, their teams stepped in to make a
meaningful impact behind the scenes. This important work does not happen alone. It takes
collaboration, commitment and a shared vision for serving the community.



“Brandon and Parking Team,

Thank you so much for supporting our event last week – Walk a Mile in Our Shoes – at
the SC State House on April 21. Our meters were bagged and ready. We also
appreciate the extra support when someone was in our reserved spot. You all came
out very quickly and without any hassle. 

We had more than 200 people in attendance and raised more than $50,000 for sexual
assault survivor services in the Midlands.

Thanks for all you do to keep our city safe!”

-Kimberly

Thank You, Parking Services!

Kimberly South, Director of Community Development for Pathways to Healing, sent a thank you
message to Brandon Burnette and the Parking Services team for the work they did to support an
event:

Thank you, and great job to Parking Services!



Tuesday, April 14th
8:30am - 4:30pm
Public Works
2910 Colonial Dr. 
Columbia, SC 29203

Tuesday, April 28th
8:30am - 4:30pm
Public Works
2910 Colonial Dr. 
Columbia, SC 29203

April Mobile Shoe Store Schedule



When a department begins putting together specifications for a Request for Proposal (RFP), the goal
is simple: clearly explain what is needed so vendors can respond in a way that helps the City find the
best fit. Good specifications make the process smoother for everyone. They help vendors understand
the need, support fair competition, and give the entity a better chance of receiving strong,
responsive proposals.

One area that deserves special attention is avoiding language that is too narrow or too specific. This
can happen when a department is used to working with one brand, one vendor, or one way of doing
things. While that may feel natural, it can accidentally limit competition and make it seem like the
solicitation is written for a particular company. In public procurement, it is important to focus on
the actual need of the entity rather than a preferred product or provider.

A stronger approach is to describe what the product or service needs to do instead of naming
exactly what it must be. For example, instead of requiring one specific brand, it is often better to
explain the performance, function, or result that is needed. This opens the door for more qualified
vendors to compete while still making sure the City receives what it truly needs. When specifications
are too restrictive, the result can be fewer responses, less competitive pricing, and a greater chance
of complaints or confusion.

It is also helpful to be aware of common mistakes that can make an RFP harder to manage. One of
the most common is copying an old scope of work and not fully updating it for the current project.
Previous documents can be a good starting point, but every project should be reviewed carefully to
make sure the requirements still apply. Another frequent issue is using wording that is too vague,
such as “as needed” or “as applicable,” without clearly explaining what those terms mean. When
expectations are unclear, vendors may interpret them differently, which can lead to inconsistent
proposals and make evaluation more difficult.

At the heart of it, strong RFP specifications should be fair, clear, and practical. They should give
vendors enough information to prepare a thoughtful response without placing unnecessary limits on
who can compete. When departments take the time to avoid overly restrictive language and
common drafting mistakes, they help create a better procurement process for everyone involved.

A well-written RFP tells the market what the entity needs, why it matters, and what success should
look like. That kind of clarity helps support open competition, better responses, and stronger
contract outcomes for the public.

Writing Better RFP Specifications: Keeping It Fair,
Clear, and Helpful



 

Procurement Resources Access Guide 
Quick One-Page Reference for City Staff 

Need Help? 
The Procurement team is here to support you.

For assistance, reach out to Procurement & Contracts at 803-545-3470 / 
ProcurementNeeds@columbiasc.gov or your department’s procurement representative. 

Where to Go 
All procurement resources and forms are available on the City Intranet via the
Procurement & Contracts SharePoint Site: 

https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/ProcurementContracts 

Bookmark it for quick access! 

What You Will Find 
• 

How to Access SharePoint 
1. Click or Enter the SharePoint link.
2. Navigate the page to explore resources and forms.
3. Download documents and forms for reference and/or use. 

Procurement & Contracts Overview 

o Procurement Regulations (Appendix G) 

How-To Guides, Forms, and More 

o Purchasing Thresholds, How to Enter a Requisition, How to Search for Vendors 
in eBid, How to Modify a PO, Solicitation Request Checklist, Contractor 
Performance Evaluation Report form, and So Much MORE! 

Annual Training Videos, PowerPoints, and Handouts 

•

•

mailto:ProcurementNeeds@columbiasc.gov
mailto:ProcurementNeeds@columbiasc.gov
https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/ProcurementContracts
https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/ProcurementContracts






























Here you can view videos that have been produced by the 
Public Relations, Media and Marketing Department:

CityTV on InnerCity 

https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicRelation
s/SitePages/CityTV.aspx 

2026 Easter Egg Roll at Finlay Park | City of Columbia

Press Conference | 2026 National Community Development
Week

Day of Service with Richland County | 2026 Community
Development Week

Community Engagement University | Community
Development

Rally House | Grand Opening

Vista Public Art Unveiling | Press Conference

Press Conference | All Good Books B-Corp Certification

https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicRelations/SitePages/CityTV.aspx
https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicRelations/SitePages/CityTV.aspx
https://colasc.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicRelations/SitePages/CityTV.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weoSEw2K1T8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwuLiRduUDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwuLiRduUDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtI1qWMtGZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtI1qWMtGZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_QNsetCkHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_QNsetCkHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICd3TG23tF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xt-K8-JQ3Lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIPbugxjxFA
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	Watch the ribbon cutting HERE!
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	Beck’s Nails and Spa Grand Opening
	Watch the ribbon cutting HERE!
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	Watch the Anniversary Celebration HERE


	COLUMBIA-RICHLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT
	$50,000 Raised in the Fight Against Cancer at 2026 Fire Truck Pull
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	APRIL 2026 | SOUTHEAST REGION | 2132 DEVINE ST.
	Safety Precautions When
	Traveling this Spring
	Before You Go
	Research your destination Make copies of documents Share you itinerary Get travel insurance
	Pack Smart
	Don’t overpack valuables Use anti-theft gear Pack a basic first aid kit
	Transportation Safety
	Use reputable transport Avoid sharing ride details publicly Check vehicle details before getting into an Uber or taxi
	Accommodation Tips
	Split your cash/cards - don’t keep everything in the same place Use ATMs in a secure location Monitor your accounts regularly for suspicious activity
	Emergency Prep
	Know local emergency numbers Locate nearby hospitals or embassies Keep a list of important contacts offline
	The goal is not to be paranoid - it’s to be prepared and aware. Stay aware of your surroundings and blend in when possible. Don’t display expensive items. But most importantly, have fun!
	On March 19, 2026, Code Enforcement Officer Greg Woods assisted Highway Patrol with two drivers who were trapped in their vehicles after a serious wreck on SC-277. Everyone involved was safely removed, and injuries were minor. Way to go CEO Woods!


	Five Points Street Festival  Honoring Steve Taneyhill
	Greene Street in Five Points will close on April 3, 2026, for a street music festival honoring the life and legacy of Gamecock legend Steve Tanyhill. The festival will take place from 4:00 pm until 10:00 pm. Greene Street will be closed from Harden Street to Pavilion Ave. The event is hosted by the Chi Psi Fraternity at USC and co-hosted by Steve Taneyhill’s Group Therapy, located at 2107 Greene St. The festival will feature live bands in the afternoon, followed by DJs and a special headlining performance in the evening.

	Get ready to lace up your running shoes for The Governor’s Cup Road Race, taking place from April 10 to 11, 2026. Established in 1973, the Governor’s Cup is one of the most prestigious and longest-running road races in the Southeast. Runners of all ages and abilities can participate in a variety of exciting races, including The Main Street Mile, The Kids’ Main Street Mile, the fast-paced Governor’s Cup 5K, and the main event, the exhilarating Governor’s Cup Half Marathon. (continued on the next column)
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	The Metro WWTP is currently utilizing a temporary location and configuration to receive City sewer maintenance vac trucks, pump station maintenance vac trucks, Plant maintenance vac trucks, and City dewatering cans. Additionally, companies contracted by the City of Columbia must also use the temporary location for unloading into roll-off containers for dewatering of solids prior to hauling them to the landfill for disposal.
	The scope of work includes a large contained multi-tiered structure made of roughly 1,100 cubic yards of concrete. The concrete structure will have various slopes and drainage features designed to keep all dewatered materials properly handled before they are discarded off site.
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